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Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner (Stanley Kramer, 1967, US; 108 min.)

Producer: George Glass, Stanley Kramer
Editor: Robert C. Jones
Cinematography: Sam Leavitt
Set Design: Robert Clatworthy
Screenwriter: William Rose
Original Music: Frank De Vol


Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):
Joanna “Joey” Drayton brings her fiancé, Dr. John Prentice, home on a sunny San Francisco day to meet her affluent parents. Their liberal persuasions are now put to the test, for although the young man is an ideal choice—he's highly and internationally respected in the medical field, and he's impeccably mannered, handsome, well dressed and of a respectable California family—he's black. The film, which covers one busy day in the Drayton home, is essentially a drawing-room comedy, a series of cross-conversations between the young doctor and the girl's parents, and finally between all sets of parents and offspring. Dinner is now extended to include the doctor's parents, who fly up from Los Angeles for the evening, and the crusty but benevolent old Irish priest, a friend of the family. Thus, the title of the film . . . 
Cast:

Matt Drayton (Spencer Tracy)


John Prentice (Sidney Poitier)


Christina Drayton (Katharine Hepburn)


Joey Drayton (Katharine Houghton)


Monsignor Ryan (Cecil Kellaway)


Mrs. Prentice (Beah Richards)


Mr. Prentice (Roy Glenn)

Tillie (Isabel Sanford)

Hilary St. George (Virginia Christine)


Carhop (Alexandra Hay)


Dorothy (Barbara Randolph)


Frankie (D'Urville Martin)


Peter (Tom Heaton)


Judith (Grace Gaynor)


Delivery Boy (Skip Martin)


Cab Driver (John Hudkins)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in this film? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does the film compare to Imitation of Life, which was released almost a decade earlier?
3.  How does the film symbolically render space—particularly the view of San Francisco Bay? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
4.  How do the star personas of Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn factor into the film—especially their famous long-term romance off the screen? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
5.  How does the star persona of Sidney Poitier factor into this film? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
